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Political  Issues  and  Presidential  Candidates. 


SPEECH 


OF 


HON.   JOHN  HICKMAN,  ' 

IN    CONCERT    HALL,    PHILADELPHIA. 


TUESDAY    EVENING,    JULY    24,    1860. 


Mr.  HICKMAN  said: 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  ;  The  intel- 
ligent voter  will  so  shape  his  action  as  to  make 
it  conduce  to  the  success  of  a  principle,  rather 
than  the  elevation  of  a  man.  He  will  feel  this 
to  be  the  more  incumbent  upon  him  at  such  a 
tioie  as  the  present,  when  the  tendencies  of 
parties  are  more  distinctly  marked  than  in  any 
previous  campaign.  It  will  be  ray  object,  this 
evening,  to  endeavor  to  exhibit,  in  a  distinct 
light,  the  dividing  line  between  the  political 
parties  of  the  day,  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
what,  in  all  probability,  would  be  the  effect, 
upon  the  country,  of  the  election  o|  the  respect- 
ive candidates  for  the  Presidency. 

If  this  were  a  strife  merely  between  individ- 
aal  men,  it  would  possess  but  trilling  import- 
ance, and  I  should  not  trouble  you  with  either 
remark  or  suggestion.  But  as  I  regard  the 
contest,  the  determination  will  soon  be  made, 
not  alone  as  to  our  value  in  the  Confederacy, 
but  as  to  the  destiny  of  the  nation  itself. 

The  policy  of  our  Government  is,  in  many 
respects,  undefined.  The  more  serious  ques- 
tious  affecting  us  have  but  recently  become 
topics  of  careful  consideration.  Our  fathers 
were  unable  to  foresee,  during  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution,  the  greater  embarrass- 
ments to  which  the  future  of  the  country  was 
to  be  subjected,  ar^a  consequently  no  provision 
was  made  against  them.  Subjects  which  dis- 
tracted and  divided  them  in  their  deliberations 
have  lost  much  of  their  former  consequence, 
and  we  seem  to  be  more  anxious  to  ascertain 
what  they  should  have  said  further  than  what 
they  actually  did  say.  Even  the  controversies 
in  which  we  ourselves  have  been  engaged, 
within  the  last  decade,  have  been  settled  or 
lost  sight  of,  and  we  are  now  about  to  enter 
into  that  conflict  which  is  to  define  many  of 


the  most  important  powers  of  the  Government, 
and  to  fix  the  character  of  the  dominant  insti- 
tutions of  the  country.  The  propriety  of  re- 
eligibility  to  office,  the  exact  relations  between 
Federal  and  local  authority,  the  constitution- 
ality of  banks  and  internal  improvements,  the 
regulation  of  the  currency,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  are  no 
longer  agitated  ;  and  discussions  upon  them 
are  only  to  be  found  in  our  past  history,  and 
in  the  fossil  remains  of  extinct  parties.  It 
may  in  truth  be  said  that  old  things  have 
passed  away,  and  all  things  have  become  new. 
There  was  a  time,  not  very  far  back  in  the 
past,  when  slavery  was  universally  admitted  to 
be  a  wrong  in  se,  unwise  in  practice,  detrimen- 
tal to  both  individuals  and  communities,  and 
against  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  fi-ee  system. 
Now,  however,  it  is  declared  to  be  divine  m  its 
origin,  the  highest  type  of  human  civilization, 
and  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
democratic  republic.  Formerly  it  was  regard- 
ed as  a  condition  to  be  constantly  reduced,  and 
finally  to  be  extinguished.  Now,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  demand  is  urged  that  it  shall  be  ex- 
tended, and  made  controlling.  Here  I  find 
the  cause  or  source  of  the  great  political  issue 
of  the  present.  Shall  slavery  become  a  national 
institution  and  a  governing  power  in  the  coun- 
try, or  shall  it  remain  as  the  Contititution  left 
it?  This  is  not  an  inquiry  propounded  by  us 
of  the  North,  but  forced  upon  us  by  our  breth- 
ren of  the  South.  They  require  an  answer  at 
our  hands,  and  we  cannot  avoid  response  if  we 
v.'ould.  Silence  upon  our  part,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, could  not  be  construed  otherwise 
than  as  affirmative  of  their  claims.  I  make 
the  distinct  avowal  that  slavery  eeeks  the  ac- 
quisition of  all  our  new  States,  for  two  objects : 
first,  to  secure   the  value  of  slaves ;  and,  se,c- 


ond,  to  direct  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

"  The  irrepressible  conflict,"  so  frequently 
commented  on  and  denounced  by  the  South,  is 
constantly  admitted  and  acted  on  by  them. 
They  are  too  astute  as  observers  and  sagacious 
as  politicians  not  to  know  there  is  a  necessary 
and  unending  antagonism  between  liberty  and 
slavery.  If  they  thought  differently,  there  would 
be  far  more  peace  and  harmony  between  the 
sections.  It  is  their  full  appreciation  of  the 
struggle  for  the  mastery  which  arms  them  for 
the  conflict,  and  induces  them  to  wrestle  for 
the  victory.  There  is  no  more  evident  fact 
than  this,  that  the  advocates  of  slavery  seek  its 
extension  so  as  to  limit  the  influence  of  the 
sentiment  of  freedom.  We  hate  tyranny,  and 
would  prevent  such  a  consummation.  They 
ask  that  all  who  toil  shall  be  held  as  property — 
be  regarded,  in  the  chaste  language  of  an  elo- 
quent Senator,  as  ''mud-sills."  We  believe 
that  God  created  all  men  free,  and  imposed 
labor  upon  them  for  their  advantage.  Which 
hypothesis  shall  be  proven  true?  We  will  see 
hereafter  I  But,  knowing  that  the  principles  of 
justice  are  uniform  and  eternal,  I  presume  to 
believe  that  those  principles  will  prevail,  and 
human  rights  be  maintained.  I  am  not  igno- 
rant of  the  fact  that  those  who  suppose  they 
may  rightfully  make  merchandise  of  mothers 
and  their  children,  seem  to  think  t'^ey  can 
shape  the  designs  of  Providence,  and  re-write 
the  history  of  humanity,  reversing  everything 
our  fathers  thought,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  which  they  perilled  life  and  honor.  I  must 
be  pardoned  for  disagreeing  with  them,  and 
protesting  against  such  conclusions. 

The  extension  of  negro  slavery  into  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  has  become  a  set- 
tled policy  of  the  Democratic  party.  This  re- 
ality cannot  be  disguised,  and  ought  not  to  be 
denied.  It  is  easily  accounted  for.  Unity  of 
interest  and  unity  of  desire  will  always  produce 
a  perfect  concentration  of  strength.  The  for- 
tunes of  the  South  have  become  completely 
identified  with  their  peculiar  domestic  relations. 
By  their  harmony  they  have  been  enabled  to 
govern  the  Democratic  party,  and,  thus  far,  to 
govern  the  country  through  the  agency  of  that 
party.  The  vital  force  of  that  organization 
being  in  the  South,  and  slavery  propagandism 
regarded  there  as  a  necessity,  it  cannot  be  con- 
sidered strange  that  the  influence  of  the  party 
should  be  so  directed  as  to  fortify  doctrines 
most  congenial  to  the  supposed  welfare  of  those 
■who  direct  its  machinery.  To  many  it  has 
seemed  unaccountable  that  executive  action 
and  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  should 
be  so  shaped,  from  year  to  year,  as  to  strength- 
en the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  great  mass  of 
our  people.  Let  it  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a 
marvel  or  a  mystery ;  the  responsibility  of  it  rests 
with  those  Northern  men  in  whom  we  have  re- 
posed our  confidence  and  clothed  with  the  gar- 
ments of  authority.  Examine  the  recorded  votes 


in  your  national  Congress,  and  there  learn  why 
it  is  that  Northern  capital  and  labor  are  con- 
stantly borne  down  by  the  enormous  weight  of 
Southern  exaction.  When  your  reasonable  re- 
quests are  denied,  I  tell  you,  with  earnestness 
and  emphasis,  it  is  because  eight  millions  of 
men  control  eighteen  millions  through  our  Rep- 
resentatives elected  by  a  party  pledged  to  in- 
terests adverse  to  ours.  Slavery  educates  its 
statesmen  in  a  high  school,  under  able  pro- 
fessors. It  teaches  that  the  Northern  men  are 
cowardly,  and  that  their  ambition  is  linked 
with  avarice  ;  and,  unfortunately  for  us,  it  has 
arguments  to  fortify  its  faith.  In  half  a  cen- 
tury it  may  not  be  credited  that  less  than  a 
dozen  men,  trained  under  these  circumstances, 
so  alarmed  a  Pennsylvania  President  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  recast  a  message,  violate  the 
plighted  faith  upon  which  he  was  elected,  dis- 
grace his  native  State,  and  degrade  the  high 
office  to  which  he  had  then  but  recently  been 
elevated.  And  yet,  not  only  this  has  been  done 
almost  within  our  presence,  but  the  representa- 
tives of  free  constituencies  have  been  induced 
to  lend  their  aid  to  force  servile  labor  into 
competition  with  that  of  the  white  man,  and  a 
slave  State  into  the  sisterhood  of  independen- 
cies, to  throw  the  balance  of  power  against  their 
own  people.  Some  of  these  are  now  not  only 
respectable  members  of  the  Douglas  church, 
but  missionaries  among  the  unbelieving  and 
outside  barbarians.  I  have  some  of  them  very 
distinctly  in  my  recollection,  and  it  would  be 
quite  refreshing  to  hear  their  remarks  in  lauda- 
tion of  popular  sovereignty,  such  as  they  de- 
nied to  Kansas,  and  in  denunciation  of  South- 
ern demands,  to  which  they  succumbed  as  re- 
luctantly as  a  thrice-seduced  damsel  to  her 
lover.  I  believe  it  was  Mirabeau  who  said 
"  the  presents  of  despotism  are  always  danger- 
ous ; "  he  should  have  included,  in  his  remark, 
the  threat  of  the  tyrant,  as  well  as  his  reward. 
The  allegation  that  Southern  combinations 
are  formed  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting 
Opposition  extremists,  is  a  sheer  false  pre- 
tence, resorted  to  as  a  blind  and  a  cheat.  No 
fears  ever  sprung  from  such  parentage.  Slavery 
is  not  originated  by  legal  enactment  anywhere  ; 
it  is  the  child  of  force ;  and  as  the  sentiment 
of  the  world  is  against  it,  it  cannot  live  without 
the  sustaining  hand  of  power.  Surrounded  by 
an  atmosphere  of  freedom,  it  is  necessarily 
unsafe,  and  statutory  safeguards  and  defences 
become  necessary.  Vassalage  and  subjection 
never  impress  themselves,  without  violence, 
upon  the  natural  man,  whilst,  on  the  contrary, 
the  sentiment  of  freedom  must  forever  disturb 
the  subjects  of  a  despotism.  The  South,  to  be 
safe,  must  therefore  extend  through  and  be- 
yond all  the  countervailing  influences  to  which 
I  have  referred,  and  consequently  our  frontier 
possessions  must  be  captured.  But  as  the  in- 
herent weakness  of  the  South  is  not  equal  to 
this  task,  craft  is  resorted  to  to  supply  the 
needed  assistance.     Upon  whom  can  this  be 


more  advantajfeously  brought  to  bear  than  a 
President  without  courage,  a  judge  without 
candor,  or  a  legislator  without  integrity?  We 
are  sold  or  betrayed  hourly  ;  and  if  we  had  not 
more  forbearance  thau  discretion,  we  would 
terrify  traitors.  Millions  of  acres  of  fertile 
lands,  every  now  and  then,  are  filched  from  our 
industrial  classes,  who  require  them  for  the 
support  and  education  of  their  families,  to  be 
turned  into  barren  wastes,  by  those  who  have 
already  blasted  more  than  one-half  of  our  soil 
as  with  an  avalanohe  of  fire.  Factories  and 
workshops  are  tottering  in  ruins,  and  families 
and  neighborhoods  left  starving  and  in  rags, 
because  fostered  industry  is  not  required  in 
that  region  where  laboring  man  has  no  rights 
which  the  owner  of  men  is  bound  to  respect. 
And  ships  rot  at  our  wharves,  and  storehouses 
become  but  a  rendezvous  for  idlers  and  va- 
grants, for  the  reason  that  uncompensated 
chattel  sinews  yield  fruits  more  cheaply  than 
compensated  skill,  and  require  no  shield  against 
the  pauper  products  of  Europe.  If  a  change 
of  taritf  laws  were  required  by  the  South  in- 
stead of  the  North,  they  could  not  fail  of  its 
accomplishment.  In  that  case,  the  President 
would  advocate  it  with  ardor,  if  not  with  sin- 
cerity, and  our  Senators  would  again  illustrate 
the  fact  of  their  truckling  subjection  to  those 
who  secretly  abhor  their  baseness  and  infidel- 
ity. Our  earnest  wishes  are  not  only  con- 
stantly disregarded,  but  our  prosperity  is  re- 
morselessly paralyzed  by  our  servants,  without 
an  audible  murmur  on  our  part ;  and  we  are 
not  much  averse,  as  we  have  often  proven,  to 
conferring  new  leases  of  office  upon  such  as 
deceive  us,  to  aflbrd  them  further  opportunities 
for  mischief.  Does  this  seem  unaccountable? 
I  suggest  no,  in  view  of  the  truth  I  have  but  just 
stated,  that  the  party  selecting  them  has  its 
heart  and  brain  in  the  South,  and  its  obeying 
members,  merely,  in  the  North. 

The  remedy  for  this  shameful  evil  is  as  easy 
as  it  is  simple.  We  need  but  imitate  the  ex- 
ample set  us  by  those  who  have  caused  this 
condition  of  things.  Concord  and  inflexibility 
of  purpose  will  accomplish  all  we  ask.  Noth- 
ing else  ever  can  or  ever  will.  We  might  as 
well  expect  a  divided  and  discordant  army, 
marshalled  under  opposing  generals,  to  capture 
the  powerful  and  thoroughly-disciplined  and 
guarded  city,  as  for  Northern  rights  and  North- 
ern honor  to  be  sustained  by  men  in  the  pay 
and  keeping  of  those  who  would  weaken  and 
reduce  us.  In  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  we 
never  trust  the  faithless  and  dishonest ;  I  can 
imagine  no  reason  for  engaging  such,  as  senti- 
nels over  our  entire  fortunes.  Just  so  long  as 
our  custom-houses,  post  offices,  navy  yards,  and 
*  mints,  shall  be  stocked  with  thousands,  selected 
virtually  by  those  who  are  in  banded  opposition 
to  us,  and  whose  principal  business,  we  are  in- 
structed to  believe,  is  compounding  politics 
with  perfidy,  it  will  be  impossible  to  render 
our  condition  better  than  it  is.     These  leper- 


yards  must  be  cleansed.  Their  occupants  load 
the  air  with  a  contagious  corruption.  Through- 
out their  bodies  and  their  souls,  they  bear  the 
marks  of  the  distemper  with  wliich  the  aristo- 
cratic pollutionist  has  touched  them.  1  risk 
but  little  in  saying  that,  at  this  very  hour,  this 
mighty  phalanx,  scattered  throughout  the 
eighteen  Northern  States,  having  a  common 
and  powerful  bond  of  union,  are  devising  meas- 
ures to  despoil  our  industrial  classes,  by  con- 
fining them  in  densely-crowded  fields  of  labor,  or 
forcing  them  to  enter  into  competition  and  com- 
panionship with  ignorant  and  brutalized  bond- 
men. They  all — yes,  all — have  been  brought 
to  believe  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  are  but  stereotyped  lies  ;  that 
the  founders  of  the  nation  had  but  a  sorry  con- 
ception of  inalienable  rights  ;  that  the  Consti- 
tution which  they  framed  was  intended  as  an 
instrument  of  cruelty  and  crime  ;  and  that  the 
fairest  feature  of  free  republican  association  is 
a  union  of  States  peopled  with  the  lowest  grade 
of  slaves.  Am  I  right  ?  What  is  the  trouble 
against  which  we  have  to  contend  ?  Is  it  not 
the  steady  influence  of  what  may,  with  propri- 
ety, be  called  political  conspiracies  to  mislead 
the  public  mind  and  taint  the  public  heart?  Is 
it  not  an  Administration  blackened  with 
treachery,  ana  crooked  and  tottering  under 
the  weight  of  its  depravity,  using  all  the 
patronage  of  office  and  all  the  fascinations  of 
position  to  utterly  destroy  us,  by  making  the 
Territories  of  the  country  but  garrisons  for  the 
enemies  of  freedom,  and  the  labor  of  white  men 
degrading  and  fruitless,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  present  States?  If  I  am  in  error,  what  is 
the  correct  interpretation  of  the  political  dis- 
cords of  the  last  six  years  ? 

I  anticipate  fully  that  my  suggested  mode 
of  redress  for  existing  abuses  will  be  denoun- 
ced as  sectional  ;  to  which  I  answer,  if  it  be 
so,  the  antidote  to  a  bane  fbay  be  a  bane  itself, 
"  similia  similibus  curantvr,"  But  its  liability 
to  the  charge  is  denied.  The  real  sectionalism 
is  arrayed  against  us ;  I  do  but  counsel  sys- 
tematic and  persistent  resistance.  In  studies 
of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  common 
charter,  and  in  the  dispensations  of  the  favors 
of  Government,  we  should  never  know  a  North, 
a  South,  an  East,  or  a  West.  My  complaint 
is,  that  others  act  as  if  they  thought  differently. 
I  trust  we  shall  always  be  able  to  command 
the  exercise  of  such  a  patriotism  and  comity 
as  to  preclude  us  forever  from  aggression  upon 
a  section  inferior  to  ours  in  every  element  of 
material  strength  and  greatness.  It  can  never 
be  otherwise  than  dastardly  to  press  upon  the 
weak  and  sickly. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  spoken  of  the 
Democratic  party  without  reference  to  its  pres- 
ent distractions.  My  reason  for  so  doing  is 
found  in  the  opinion  I  entertain,  that  these  dis- 
sensions do  not  aflfect  issues  ;  as  neither  branch 
indicates  a  disposition  to  meet,  fairly  and  open- 
ly, the  great  political  problem  of  the  times.    In 


casting  our  votes,  we  should  be  accurately  in- 
formed as  to  their  effect  upon  the  policy  we 
desire  to  see  established.  We  should  not  be 
made  instruments  in  the  hands  of  any  ambi- 
tious man,  or  in  the  hands  of  any  combination 
of  reckless  and  unscrupulous  men,  to  force  an 
TiBnatural  growth  of  slavery  in  the  country,  and 
to  blast  the  hopes  of  our  own  people,  contrary 
to  what  has  heretofore  been  the  understanding 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
palpable  violation  of  what  has  been  regarded 
a  settled  national  policy.  It  should  be  a  mat- 
ter of  stinging  regret  to  us,  if,  from  our  bearing 
in  the  present  contest,  we  could  be  fairly 
charged  hereafter  with  a  violatic  n  of  the  prin- 
ciples we  have  long  professed  to  cherish,  or 
with  having  imposed  any  the  slightest  imped- 
iment in  the  pathway  of  a  rational,  well-ground- 
ed, and  progressive  liberty. 

The  all-absorbing  question  now  presented  to 
the  American  citizen,  for  what  will  prove  to  be 
his  ultimate  decision,  I  have  watched  narrowly 
as  it  has  risen  into  importance  from  year  to 
year,  and  I  think  I  know  the  opinions  of  the 
several  Presidential  candidates  respecting  it. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Breckinridge  attempt  any  concealment  as  to 
his  designs  in  case  of  his  success.  If  they 
fhould  desire  to  resort  to  prevarication,  they 
have  placed  it  entirely  without  their  power,  by 
the  frankness  and  boldness,  and,  I  had  almost 
said,  the  recklessness  of  their  declarations.  He 
has  been  put  forth  prominently,  alike  in  speech 
and  platform,  as  the  Achilles  of  the  armies  of 
the  South,  and  as  the  determined  foe  of  free 
soil,  free  speech,  and  free  men.  He  stands 
upon  no  single  Democratic  sentiment,  unless, 
indeed,  what  were  regarded  by  all  statesmen 
within  the  last  fifteen  years  as  the  pretentious 
heresies  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  can  be  so  regard- 
ed. He  so  reads  the  teachings  of  the  sages  of 
the  past,  and  their  primary  law,  as  to  make  it 
fruitless  to  attempt  an  exclusion  of  his  peculiar 
and  favorite  institution  from  the  organized  Ter- 
ritories ;  and  so  as  to  make  it  indispensable 
that  Congresses,  Courts,  and  Presidents,  should 
exercise  all  their  ingenuity,  and  all  their 
powers,  to  fortify  and  sustain  it  there.  Legisla- 
tive action  is  to  be  invoked.  Judicial  decrees  ob- 
tained, Executive  fiats  pronounced,  navies  equip- 
ped, and  armies  marshalled,  to  exclude  forever 
every  settler  therefrom  who  will  not  bow  down 
before  the  black  god  of  his  idolatrous  worship. 
I  appeal  to  you,  freemen,  to  know  whether  this 
is  the  Democracy  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, and  Jackson.  I  appeal  to  you  to  know 
whether  you  have  ever  found  anything  in  the 
annals  of  parties  so  insulting  to  the  understand- 
ing, until  within  the  lifetime  of  the  youth  who 
has  not  yet  reached  his  majority.  I  appeal  to 
you  to  know  whether  the  honesty,  intelligence, 
and  unmixed  blood  of  the  offspring  oT  North- 
ern mothers  can  ever  accept  an  excuse  for 
those  who  would  endeavor  to  fasten  such  a 
ruler  upon  us.     But  we  may  congratulate  our- 


selves, that  even  official  zeal  can  perceive  no 
chance  for  Mr.  Breckinridge's  election.  If 
there  had  ever  been  any,  the  recent  stump  speech 
of  Mr.  Buchanan  would  have  eflectually  dis- 
posed of  it.  No  amount  of  popularity  would 
be  able  to  stand  against  the  encomiums  of 
such  an  advocate.  His  midnight  appeal  can 
only  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  the  "  old 
public  functionary"  was  unable  to  obliterate 
his  animosities  towards  ''the  young  gentleman 
of  Kentucky,"  and  that  his  well-known  craft 
suggested  a  speech  as  the  readiest  and  least 
offensive  means  of  destruction.  Such  sugges- 
tions are  the  more  reasonable,  as  it  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  the  servile  tenant  of  the  White 
House  should  for  a  moment  believe,  after  the 
investigations  which  have  been  had  and  the 
exposures  which  have  been  made,  such  testi- 
mony as  he  volunteered  could  be  otherwise 
than  ruinous  to  any  cause.  The  daring  evinced 
by  him  on  the  occasion  was  only  equalled  by 
his  lack  of  self  respect,  and  his  utter  disregard 
of  the  circumstances  by  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded, and  which  should  have  restrained 
him. 

Whatever  conclusions  may  be  drawn  as  to 
my  estimate  of  Mr.  Breckinridgis's  character  as 
a  politician,  I  can  only  say  that  my  esteem  for 
him  is  profound,  when  brought  into  comparison 
with  that  which  I  entertain  for  his  Democratic 
competitor.  There  are  few,  if  any,  living  men, 
concerning  whom  more  has  been  said,  and  less 
really  known,  than  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illi- 
nois. There  are  thousands,  by  far  too  many 
thousands,  now  sustaining  him,  under  the  mis- 
taken and  delusive  idea  that  he  is  directing 
his  efforts  to  counteract  the  plans  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy.  This  is  a  frightful  hallucina- 
tion, but  a  natural  one,  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  humiliating  fact  that  all  that  de-  . 
votion  could  do  has  been  done,  by  those  sur- 
rounding his  person,  to  distort  a  true  record, 
and  to  stamp  a  counterfeit  character  for  him 
on  the  public  mind.  Viewing  him  as  one  of 
the  most  unsafe  and  treacherous  of  leaders, 
you  will  pardon  me  certain  statements  which  it 
now  seems  necessary  should  be  made,  and  the 
correctness  of  which,  I  presume,  will  not  be  im- 
pugned. I  have  not  yet  forgotten  when,  in  the 
winter  of  1855-'56,  during  the  first  session 
of  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress,  the  residents  of 
Kansas,  asseverating  that  the  cardinal  princi- 
ple of  the  Nebraska-Kansas  act  had  been  wan- 
tonly and  wickedly  nullified,  tliBt  fraud  and  vio- 
lence, concocted  in  the  blue-lodges  of  Missouri, 
had  invaded  their  homes  and  imposed  a  foreign 
rule  upon  them  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  upon 
them  institutions  which  they  abhorred,  and  in- 
voking the  interposition  of  Congress  in  their 
behalf,  the  prided  father  of  "  untrammelled  * 
popular  sovereignty "  turned  his  back  upon 
his  violated  child,  and  closed  his  ears,  as  in 
death,  to  complaints  of  outrage  almost  without 
a  parallel  in  the  civilization  of  the  country. 
These  despoiled  pioneers,  who  had  taken  up 


their  abode  in  the  Territory  under  tlic  most 
solemn  guaranties  of  self^povernraent,  only 
asked  to  prove  their  accusation,  and  to  be  re- 
lieved from  oppression.  In  other  words,  they 
declared  they  had  never  been  able  to  enjoy  self- 
governraent,  that  they  were  ruled  by  invaders, 
and  demanded  the  sovereignty  conferred  by 
law  upon  them. 

Mr.  Douglas  should  have  been  the  first  man 
to  lly  to  their  relief;  and  if  he  had  been  as 
completely  dedicated  to  the  principles  of  his 
bill  as  some  would  make  us  believe,  he  would 
have  urged  investigation,  and  carried  it.  So 
far  from  having  done  so,  he  put  himself  in  the 
lead  of  those  Senators  most  hostile  to  an  expo- 
sition, and  became  the  mere  mouthpiece,  ad- 
vocate, and  apologist,  of  those  engaged  in  the 
work  of  forcing  slavery  upon  an  unwilling 
people.  He  enjoyed  at  that  time  the  full  con- 
fidence of  the  South,  and  his  Democracy  was 
orthodox — because  he  was  loyal  to  his  task- 
masters ;  willing  to  do  battle  for  their  most  ex- 
travagant demands.  He  was  then  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  I  call  at- 
tention to  his  report  as  such,  made  March  12, 
1856,  as  conclusive  upon  the  point  I  have 
stated.  In  that  paper  he  could  tind  nothing  to 
say  against  tbreigu  conspiracies  to  invade  the 
soil  of  Kansas  and  control  elections,  but  he 
had  much  to  offer  in  condemnation  of  Eastern 
associations  to  encourage  removal  thither.  He 
could  discover  no  irregularities  in  the  return  of 
Ml'.  Whitfield,  the  pro  slavery  delegate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  yet  he  cleaily  dis- 
cerned that  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  a 
legally  elected  body,  with  perfect  authority  to 
enact  the  most  cruel  and  arbitrary  slave  codes, 
and  that  the  complaints  of  fraud  and  force 
were  gotten  up  merely  to  stimulate  and  excite 
Northern  emigration.  At  the  time  of  which  I 
speak,  there  was  no  one,  in  Congress  or  out  of 
Congress,  in  oifice  or  out  of  ottice,  who  exert- 
ed himself  more  untiringly  to  perpetuate  that 
reign  of  terror  inaugurated  to  insure  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State. 
I  fear  there  are  many  now  bearing  up  the  ban- 
ner inscribed  with  the  name  of  this  Senator, 
who  never  have  fully  understood,  or  who  have 
forgotten,  this  tarnished  page  in  his  history. 
If  there  has  ever  been  a  more  determined  foe 
to  the  growth  of  freedom  in  Kansas,  or  to  the 
principles  of  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill,  than 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  he  has  been  able  to 
keep  himself  very  much  under  cover.  It  is 
gratifj'ing,  however,  to  make  a  single  remark 
in  his  favor — it  is  this  :  that  he  seems  as  willing 
as  the  most  ardent  of  his  friends  to  divert  at- 
tention from  this  period  in  his  career.  I  am 
not  aware  that,  in  either  essay  or  address,  he 
has  ventured  to  recur  to  it ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  seems  disposed  to  treat  it  as  a  blank 
in  his  life. 

Whilst  these  proceedings  were  progressing 
in  the  Senate,  the  other  branch  of  Congress 
carried  resolutions  of  investigation,  under  a 


close  division  of  parties,  and  sent  a  select  com- 
mittee to  the  Territory.  The  consequence  was 
such  an  exposure  as  s.atisfied  the  country  not 
only  of  the  truth  of  everything  charged,  but  of 
existing  conppiracies  beyond  anything  that 
had  been  imagined.  The  published  evidence 
effectually  revealed  the  intentions  of  the  South, 
and  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  North. 
It  was  then  established  that  neither  law  nor 
proprieties  were  to  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  slavery  extension ;  and  we  are  almost 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  restriction  was  but  a  part  of  a  gener- 
al and  well-matured  plan  af  operations,  at  the 
head  of  which  stood  the  self-crowned  chief  of 
popular  Territorial  government.  Mr.  Doug- 
las's term  of  office  was  now  approaching  its 
close.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  desire  for  a  re- 
election, and  a  knowledge  of  the  conviction 
forced  upon  his  State  by  the  examination  al- 
luded to,  induced  him  to  look  with  different 
eyes  upon  Kansas,  and  created  an  anxiety,  on 
his  part,  to  take  up  the  cause  of  her  robbed 
and  wretched  people.  I  cannot  certainly  say 
how  this  may  have  been.  I  only  state  a  sudden 
and  miraculous  change  came  over  him,  and 
for  a  while  he  seemed  to  glory  in  the  name  of 
'•  rebel."  He  opposed  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas under  the  Lecompton  Constitution  with 
seeming  seriousness,  .and  tliea  announced  his 
determination  to  vote  for  the  greater  iniquity, 
the  '•  English  bill."'  It  was  then  the  honored 
and  heroic  Harris,  who  now  sleeps  in  death, 
shed  tears  of  anguish,  and  gave  utterance  to 
his  despair.  Over  this  again  the  veil  has  been 
carefully  and  closelv  drawn  by  the  guardians 
of  Mr.  Douglas's  fame.  His  admirers  have 
acted  wisely,  as  it  has  prevented,  doubtless, 
many  unpleasant  surmises  and  suggestions. 

To  that  boldest  and  truest  and  greatest  of 
all  the  warriors  in  the  battle  for  the  right, 
David  C.  Broderick,  is  Mr.  Douglas  indebted 
for  his  rescue  from  a  whirlpool  which  would 
certainly  have  engulphed  him — from  a  stain 
which  would  have  obliterated  his  heroism  in 
connection  with  the  cause  to  which  he  has  so 
ostentatiously  professed  to  devote  himself.  I 
withhold  the  words  in  which  the  scathing  re- 
buke was  clothed.  And  yet,  this  noblest  and 
most  self  sacrificing  of  men,  Mr.  Douglas's  pro- 
tector— the  martyr  to  truth,  who,  in  the  fullness 
of  his  heart  and  on  his  dying  couch,  exclaimed, 
'•  They  have  killed  me,  they  have  murdered  me, 
because  I  was  opposed  to  the  extension  of  sla- 
very and  a  corrupt  Administration  " — upon  his 
return  home,  and  in  the  hour  of  his  sternest 
trial,  when  fighting,  like  Spartacus,  upon  his 
bended  knees,  against  the  pensioned  hordes  of 
the  present  dynasty,  and  at  a  time  when  he 
had  a  right  to  expect  all  possible  aid  from  the 
man  whose  interest  lie  had  m.ade  his  own, 
found  all  the  sympathies  of  Mr.  Douglas  ex- 
tended to  his  opponents,  and  himself  treated 
as  an  enemy  and  an  offcast.  If  we  would  respect 
the  memory  of  Broderick,  we  can  never  support 
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Dougrlas  ;  it  would  be  a  mark  of  baseness  and 
servility.  If  ever  there  was  a  true  son  of  the 
Northf  inhumanly  broken  in  spirit,  and  who 
had  reason  to  exclaim,  "  save  me  from  my 
friends,"  that  man  was  David  C.  Broderick. 
Had  Stephen  A.  Douorlas  but  discharged  the 
duty  he  sacredly  owed  him,  he  would  have 
gained  a  victory  for  freedom  in  California,  and 
would  today,  in  my  opinion,  be  living  in  the 
land,  and  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  foremost 
men  in  the  Republic.  He  laid  down  his  life 
to  attest  his  sincerity.  Many  who  professed  to 
love  him  will,  in  wild  revel  and  reckless  exult- 
ation, utter  the  name  of  him  who  could  not  find 
time  or  opportunity  to  speak  a  word  in  eulogy 
over  the  grave  of  the  departed  votary.  In- 
scribe the  name  Broderick  in  fiery  characters 
upon  your  banners  ;  he  was  your  champion, 
and  you  at  least  can  afford  to  do  him  justice. 
He  rests  in  peace  on  the  heights  of  the  proud 
city  of  the  Pacific,  where  no  ingratitude  can 
longer  wound  him,  relieved  from  the  warfare 
between  heartless  factious,  and  where  his 
ashes  will  remain  an  eternal  memento  of  his 
faith,  and  his  confidence  in  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  a  down-trodden  humanity. 

These  references  have  been  made  for  a  sin- 
gle purpose — to  satisfy,  if  doubts  exist,  that  in 
the  great  struggle  between  the  South  and  the 
North,  to  secure  the  long-lost  equality  of  the 
latter,  Mr.  Douglas  is  against  us.  Should  more 
recent  evidences  be  demanded,  then  let  an  ex- 
amination be  made  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
containing  the  ballots  for  Speaker  and  Clerk 
during  the  last  session  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Ascertain  what  the  action  of  the 
Illinois,  Western,  and  Northwestern  Democracy 
was  during  the  protracted  contest  for  an  organ- 
ization. Every  vote  that  Mr.  Douglas  could 
influence  was  invariably  cast  for  such  candi- 
dates as  the  South  presented,  including  those 
of  the  most  extreme  and  revolutionary  charac- 
ter. He  CQuld  afford  no  assistance  to  any  one 
not  recognised  by  the  propagandists  as  ortho- 
dox upon  all  questions  which  concerned  them. 
And  I  very  well  remember,  when  the  name  of 
Col.  Forney  was  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  office  he  now  occupies,  and  his  fate  was  to 
be  decided,  how  diligently  "  the  great  advocate 
of  popular  sovereignty"  labored  for  his  defeat; 
every  devotee  of  Mr.  Douglas  voting  against 
him,  with  one  exception.  Mr.  Morris,  of  Illi- 
nois, in  whom  I  have  very  great  confidence, 
declined  to  vote  at  all.  Col.  Forney,  who  never 
hesitated  to  advance  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Doug- 
las when  he  could  properly  do  so,  was  elected 
in  spite  of  Mr.  Douglas.  Col.  Forney,  I  pre- 
sume, was  not  endorsed  by  the  Democracy  who 
swear  by  the  peculiar  institution.  Others  may 
•hoose  to  forget  all  this,  and  I  will  not  crimi- 
nate them  for  doing  so,  but  I  promise  never  to 
forget  it.  I  am  for  my  friends,  and  against 
those  who  oppose  my  friends.  If  I  am  wrong 
in  this,  let  charity  be  extended  to  me — I  cannot 
help  it. 


I  have  said  all  I  desire  to  say  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  two  Democracies.  There  is 
a  preference  between  them.  The  one  is  out- 
spoken and  evident;  the  other  is  concealed 
and  tricky.  Of  the  two,  I  much  prefer  Mr. 
Breckinridge,  and  yet  I  cannot  imagine  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  could  be  induced 
to  support  him.  He  asserts  the  Supreme 
Court  has  decided  that  slavery  is  an  existing 
constitutional  institution  in  all  our  Territories, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
sustain  it  where  it  thus  legally  exists.  Mr. 
Douglas  contends  the  courts  have  not  yet  so 
decided  ;  but  if  they  shall  do  so,  it  will  then 
become  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  respect 
the  decision,  and  of  every  branch  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  enforce  it  with  promptness 
and  fidelity.  This  is  his  platform.  If  our 
Federal  court  has  not  already  given  a  decision 
in  accordance  with  the  notions  of  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge, no  one  doubts  it  will  do  so  as  soon  as 
the  question  shall  be  brought  distinctly  before 
it.  So,  at  best,  the  only  point  of  disagreement 
between  these  rival  candidates  is  that  of  time 
only.  If,  in  the  language  of  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Convention  plar-ing  Mr.  Douglas 
in  nomination,  and  just  partly  quoted,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  respect, 
and  of  every  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  enforce,  a  judicial  decision  determin- 
ing the  constitutional  existence  of  slavery  in 
our  Territories,  what  becomes  of  that  other 
theory  of  Mr.  Douglas,  that,  no  matter  what 
the  Supreme  Court  may  decide,  slavery  may 
be  excluded  from  a  Territory  by  unfriendly 
legislation? 

Those  advocating  the  claims  of  Mr.  Bell 
would  please  everybody  by  promising  nothing. 
They  compose  the  party  of  extreme  faith. 
They  stand  upon  a  Constitution  without  inter- 
pretation, and  upon  an  endangered  Union 
without  announcing  the  means  by  which  it  can 
be  saved. 

Let  us  not  be  deceived !  There  are  but  two 
doctrines  between  which  we  can  choose,  when 
we  come  to  deposit  our  ballots.  One  is,  that 
the  Constitution  favors  slavery  as  fully  as  free- 
dom ;  that  neither  has  advantage  over  the 
other ;  that  they  must  travel  together  and  ex- 
!  ist  together,  under  equal  protection,  until  the 
territory  shall  be  clothed  with  State  sovereign- 
ty ;  and  that  both  alike  are  national.  The 
other  is,  that  the  Constitution  treats  slavery  as 
a  local  municipal  institution  ;  does  not  give 
to  it  a  single  attribute  of  nationality ;  that  it 
has  not  an  equal  status  with  freedom  ;  and  that 
its  extension  is  to  be  discouraged.  How  shall 
we  act  between  these  opposing  views  ?  I  an- 
swer the  inquiry  1  Our  laboring  classes  de- 
serve all  the  encouragement  and  protection  we 
can  give  them ;  Southern  statesmen  regard 
them  as  white  slaves  ;  let  us  not  surrender 
them  to  such  mercies  as  the  owners  of  chattel 
labor  would  extend  to  them.  Our  farmers 
and  manufacturers  have  long  been  cut  ofif  from 


all  the  bounties  of  legislation,  by  the  force  of 
Southern  prejudice ;  we  should  enlist  on  their 
side.  Our  country  has  suffered  much,  in  the 
estimation  of  mankind,  from  our  manifested  at- 
tachment to  a  system  notoriously  in  counterac- 
tion to  the  principles  upon  which  our  Govern- 
ment was  founded;  considerations  of  morality, 
expediency,  and  consistency,  should  incline  us 
to  do  all  that  we  lawfully  may  do,  to  save  our- 
selves from  further  imputations. 

Slavery  within  the  States  stands  behind  im- 
pregnable defences,  but  it  holds  no  charter  to 
travel  witliout  restraint.  It  has  long  labored 
for,  but  has  not  yet  reached,  a  position  of  ab- 
solutism. It  grasps  for  empire,  as  it  is  the 
only  means  by  which  tyranny  can  ever  save 
itself.  Our  danger  is  imminent,  but  we  can  yet 
overcome  it,  if  we  allow  reason,  rather  than 
prejudice,  to  shape  our  efforts.  Democracy, 
as  no^  interpreted  by  those  loudest  in  the  pro- 
fession of  it,  and  almost  monopolizing  its 
name,  no  longer  means  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity;  it  contemns  the  masses,  holds  no  asso- 
ciation with  labor,  and  utters  no  word  of  en- 
couragement to  the  poor.  Its  professions  are 
impostures,  and  must  soon  fail  to  deceive.  It 
has  become  worse  thap  the  ally  of  slavery ;  it 
is  its  pliant  and  prostituted  tool.  Wisdom  and 
propriety  must  alike  repudiate  it,  unless  speed- 
ily regenerated. 

Our  true  policy  is  that  of  resistance  to  the 
extravagant  and  unconstitutional  demands  of 
the  South.  We  can  only  make  it  effectual  in 
one  way — by  the  support  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  He 
is  honest  and  capable,  and  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  his  election 
will  assign  limits  to  sectional  oligarchy,  and 
make  labor  honorable  and  remunerative. 

The  question,  in  its  true  aspect,  is  not  as  to 
which  candidate  should  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple;  it  is  this  :  Shall  Mr.  Lincoln  be  elected? 
The  one  hundred  and  twenty  electoral  votes  of 
the  South  will  be  divided  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, between  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Breckinridge, 
and  their  support  will  be  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
confined  to  that  section.  Such  effective  force 
as  Mr.  Douglas  may  possess  is  in   the  North  ; 


but  his  most  sanguine  friends  admit  not  only 
that  his  election  is  impossible,  but  that  he  can- 
not carry  over  two  or  three  States.  The  body 
of  the  Northern  vote  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. Mr.  Douglas's  supporters  can  do  nothing 
for  him;  the  only  significant  result  they  can 
possibly  produce  will  be,  to  withdraw  enough 
strength  from  Mr.  Lincoln  to  throw  the  election 
into  the  House.  This  done,  and  Lane  would 
certainly  be  chosen  by  the  Senate — the  condi- 
tion of  parties  in  the  House  being  such  as  to 
prevent  a  majority  of  the  States  agreeing  to 
either  of  the  candidates.  Resting  on  these  ad- 
missions, for  they  are  accepted  universally,  we 
discover  that  every  vote  given  to  Mr.  Douglas 
must  tend  to  the  elevation  of  Lane,  who,  pos- 
sessing neither  education,  experience,  nor  ex- 
ecutive ability,  has  been  selected  to  enable  the 
South  to  make  the  most  out  of  an  accident  in 
case  it  shall  occur.  To  out-Lane  Lane  in  apos- 
tacy  to  the  North,  and  in  crouching,  fawning 
subserviency  to  the  South,  need  not  be  attempt- 
ed by  the  most  ambitious  in  that  line — not  even 
by  a  Federal  office-holder.  Even  if  I  could  be- 
lieve that  the  leopard  could  change  his  spots, 
and  Mr.  Douglas  do  the  North  justice,  I  would 
not  sustain  him  under  the  circumstances  which 
surround  us,  and  amid  the  perils  which  now 
environ  us. 

I  have  not  attempted  a  speech.  My  purpose 
has  been  to  talk  plainly.  I  may  have  been 
unfortunate  in  succeeding  too  well  in  this  re- 
spect. Feeling  as  I  do,  and  knowing  the  vast 
importance  of  the  canvass  upon  which  we  are 
just  entering,  I  could  not  be  less  distinct  in  my 
expressions.  Immense,  inappreciable  conse- 
quences, depend  upon  the  decision  we  are 
about  to  make.  We  should  tremble  when  we 
fear  that  those  most  interested  in  the  present 
and  the  future,  the  frugal  artisan  and  laborer, 
may  fail  to  comprehend  them.  But  let  us  hope, 
citizens,  that  we  are  so  far  right  as  to  be  able 
to  expect  the  favor  of  Alraighty  God  through- 
out our  trials,  and  that  He  will  continue  to 
bless  the  Republic,  until  it  shall  become  a 
proper  example  to  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  a  blessing  to  universal  man! 


REPUBLICAN     PLATFORM 


Resolved^  Tfiat  we,  the  delegated  representa- 
tives of  the  Republican  Electors  of  the  United 
States,  in  Convention  assembled,  in  discharge 
of  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  constituents  and  our 
country,  unite  in  the  following  declarations  : 

First.  Ttiat  the  history  of  the  nation  during 
the  last  four  years  has  fully  established  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  the  organization  and  per- 
petuation of  the  Republican  party,  and  that  the 
causes  which  called  it  into  existence  are  perma- 
nent in  their  nature,  and  now,  more  than  ever 
before,  demand  its  peaceful  and  constitutional 
triumph. 

Second.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  principles 
promulgated  in  the  De.laration  of  Independence, 
and  embodied  in  the  Federal  Constitution,  "  that 


all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights; 
that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  ^happiness  ;  that  to  secure  these  rightfi, 
Governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriring 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed," 
is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  our  republican 
institutions;  and  that  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  Union  of  the 
States,  must  and  shall  be  preserved. 

Third.  That  to  the  Union  of  the  States  this 
nation  owes  its  unprecedented  increase  in  popu- 
lation ;  its  surprising  development  of  material 
resources  ;  its  rapid  augmentation  of  wealth ; 
its  happiness  at  home  and  its  honor  abroad;  and 
we  hold  in  abhorrence  all  schemss  for  disunioD, 
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come  from  whatever  source  they  may ;  and  we 
congratulate  the  country  that  no  Republican 
member  of  Congress  has  uttered  or  countenanced 
a  threat  of  disuuiou.  so  often  made  by  Demo- 
cratic members  without  rebuke  an<'  Avith  ap- 
plause from  their  political  associates  ;  and  we 
denounce  those  threats  of  disunion,  in  case  of 
a  popular  overthrow  of  their  ascendency,  as  de- 
nying the  vital  principles  of  a  free  Government. 
and  as  an  avowtil  of  contemplated  treason,  which 
it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  an  indignant  people 
sternly  to  rebuke  and  forever  silence. 

Fourth.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  especially  the  riglit 
of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own  do- 
mestic instiuilions,  according  to  its  own  judg- 
ment exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balance  of 
power  on  which  the  perfection  and  endurance  of 
our  political  fabric  depends ;  and  we  denounce 
the  lawless  invasion  by  armed  force  of  the  soil 
of  any  State  or  Territory,  no  matter  under  what 
pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  of  crimes. 

Fijlh.  That  the  present  Democratic  Adminis- 
tration has  far  exceeded  our  worst  apprehensions 
in  its  measureless  subserviency  to  the  exactions 
of  a  sectional  interest,  as  especially  evidenced 
in  its  desperate  exertions  to  force  the  infamous 
Lecomptoa  Ccnsiitation  upon  tike  protesting  peo- 
ple of  Kansas — in  coBStruicg  the  personal  rela- 
tion between  master  and  servant  t»  involve  an 
unqualified  property  ia  persons — in  its  attempted 
enforcement  everywhere,  oa  land  and  sea,  through 
the  intervention  of  Congress  and  of  the  Federal 
courts,  of  the  extreme  pretensions  of  a  purely  lo- 
cal interest,  and  in  its  general  and  nnvarying  abuse 
of  the  pow«r  intrusted  to  it  by  a  confiding  people. 
Sfx/h.  Tbat  the  people  justly  view  with  alarm 
the  reckless  extravagance  which  pervades  every 
department  of  the  Federal  Government;  that  a 
return  to  rigid  economy  and  accountability  is  in- 
dispensable to  arrest  the  system."itic  plunder  of  the 
public  Treasury  by  favored  partisans;  while  the 
recent  startling  developmeats  of  frauds  and  cor- 
ruptions at  the  Federal  metropolis  show  that  an 
entire  change  of  Administration  is  imperatively 
demanded. 

SevenUi.  That  tlie  new  dogma  that  the  Consti- 
tutioa  of  its  own  force  carriej  slavery  into  any 
or  all  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  is  a 
dangerous  political  heresy,  at  variance  with  the 
explicit  provisions  Cvth^.t  instrument  itself,  with 
cotemporaneous  espt>9ition'  ^,nd  with  legislative 
and  judicial  precedent ;  is  revolutionary  iu  its 
tendency,  and  subversive  cf.  .t^^e,.p,eace  and  har- 
mony of  the  country. 

Eighth.  That  the  normal  condition  of  all  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  is  that  of  Freedom; 
that  as  our  republican  fathers,  when  they  had 
abolished  slavery  in  all  our  national  territory, 
ordained  that  "no  person. should  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without. due  process  of 
law,"  it  becomes  our  duty,  by  legislation,  when- 
ever such  legivlation  is  necessary,  to  maintain 
this  provision  of  tas  C institution  against  all  at- 
tempts to  violate  it;  and  we  deny  ibe  authority 
of  Congress,  of  a.  Territorial  Legislature,  or  of 
any  individuals,  to  give  legal  existence  to  sla- 
very in  any  Terr.<tory  of  the  United  States. 


Ninth.  That  we  brand  the  recent  reopening  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  under  the  cover  of  our 
national  flag,  aided  by  perversions  of  judicial 
power,  as  a  crime  against  humanity,  and  a  burning 
shame  to  our  country  and  age  ;  and  we  call  upon 
Congress  to  take  prompt  and  efficient  measures 
for  the  total  and  final  suppression  of  that  exe- 
crable traffic. 

Tenth.  That  in  the  recent  vetoes  by  their  Fed- 
er.al^  Governors  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislatures 
of  Kansas  and  Xebraska,  prohibiting  slavery  in 
those  Territories,  we  find  a  practical  illustration 
of  the  boasted  Democratic  principle  pf  non-in- 
tervention and  popular  sovereignty  embodied  in 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  a  demonstration 
of  the  deception  and  fraud  involved  therein. 

-Zi'/ei'e/??^.  That  Kansas  should  of  right  be  im- 
mediately admitted  as  a  State  under  the  Consti- 
tution recently  formed  and  adopted  by  her  people, 
and  accepted  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Twelfth.  That  while  providing  revenue  ?or  the 
support  of  the  General  Government  by  duties 
upon  imports,  sound  policy  requires  such  an  ad- 
justment of  these  imposts  as  to  encourage  the  de- 
velopment of  the  industrial  interests  of  the  whole 
country  ;  and  we  commend  that  policy  of  nation- 
al exchanges,  w!;ich  secures  to  the  working  men 
li^'ial  Avages,  to  agricult^ire  remunerating  prices. 
to  mechanics  and  manufacturers  an  adequate 
reward  for  their  skill,  labor,  and  enterprise,  and 
to  the  nation  commercial  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence, .li,;.-.  i 

Tlurteenth.  That  we  protest  against  any  sale 
or  alienation  to  others  of  the  public  lands  held 
by  actual  settlers,  and  against  any  view  of  the 
free  homestead  policy  which  regards  the  settlers 
as  paupers  or  supplicants  for  public  bounty  ;  and 
we  demand  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  homestead  measure  which 
has  already  passed  the  House. 

Fourteenth.  That  the  Republican  party  is  op- 
posed to  any  change  ia  our  naturalization  laws, 
or  any  State  legislation  by  which  the  rights  of 
citizenship  hitherto  accorded  to  immigrants  from 
foreign  lands  shall  be  abridged  or  impaired  ;  and 
in  faror  of  giving  a  full  and  efficient  protection 
to  the  rights  of  all  classes  ot  citizens,  whether 
native  or  naturalized,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Fifteenth.  That  appropriations  by  Congress 
for  river  and  harbor  improvements  of  a  nation- 
al character,  required  for  the  accommodation 
and  security  of  an  existing  commerce,  are  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution  and  justified  by  an  ob- 
ligatio!!  of  the  Government  to  protect  the  lives 
and  property  of  its  citizens. 

Sixteenth.  That  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country ;  that  the  Federal  Government 
ought  to  render  immediate  and  efficient  aid  in 
its  construction;  and  that,  as  preliminary  thereto, 
a  daily  overland  mail  should  be  promptly  es- 
tablished. 

Seventeenth.  Finally,  having  thus  set  forth  onr 
distinctiv,'?  principles  and  views,  we  invite  the 
co-operation  of  all  citizens,  however  differing  on 
other  questions,  who  substantially  agree  with  us, 
ia  their  afBrmance  and  support. 


